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Book Reviews

Navajo Lifeways: Contemporary Issues, Ancient Knowledge. By Maureen Trudelle Schwarz, foreword by Louise Lamphere. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2001. xix + 265 pp. Halftones, notes, glossary, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-3310-4-)
This book analyzes six modern Navajo Indian sociopolitical phenomena:
hantavirus, Navajo relocations from land adjudicated to the Hopi Tribe, a
visitation from Navajo deities, an intrusion by snakes, crying in politically
charged situations, and problem drinking. Four of the six chapters have appeared previously in different forms in academic anthropological journals.
Each chapter starts with a description of a phenomenon as Schwarz or
others have witnessed it. Schwarz next analyzes key aspects of the phenomenon across cultures from her own theoretical perspective. She then presents
Navajo statements about the phenomenon or related matters, and ends with
a summary. Schwarz's theoretical perspective is cultural constructionism
applied to "personhood," the combined physical body and the personality.
Cultural constructionists hold that people's sense of the limits and content
of their personhood is not natural, but grows from culturally mediated experiences. Chapter 2 demonstrates how Schwarz contrasts the boundaries of
personhood in Navajo tradition and in Eurocentric traditions.
Navajo Lifeways is an innovative contribution to the anthropological literature on cross-cultural variation in concepts of personhood and the actions
that result. More important is that Schwarz's work can help non-Navajos empathize with Navajo thoughts and actions, and thereby act more sensitively
in encounters with Navajo people. While preparing this review, I used the
book twice to alert other non-Navajo professionals once about cultural practices relevant to water purification and next about traditional Navajo knowledge that overlaps with Western medicine.
The book's biggest problem stems from the author's perspective as a nonindigenous anthropologist whose viewpoint inevitably subordinates indigenous
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viewpoints, no matter how carefully she reproduces them. The only way
around this problem, I believe, is for nonindigenous anthropologists to share
equally their research work, writing, and authorial credit with indigenous
colleagues. Many capable Navajos shy away from academic writing, but others have published work on issues related to those in this book (see American

Indian Quarterly 25:1 [2001)).
Without more balance from the Navajo side, the reader remains unaware
of conflicts between Navajo viewpoints and some academic ideas that Schwarz presents. For example, in the book's introduction, Schwarz first uses the
canon of academically sanctioned anthropological works to construct an
account of Navajo "origins," one thatconflicts with origin stories as many
Navajos interpret them today. She follows with an account of Navajo oral tradition, stating that Navajos interpret their origin traditions as timeless. But
some Navajos interpret these traditions more historically (for example, Nevy
Jensen in Navajo Sacred Places, by Klara Kelley and Harris Francis [1994],
pp. 225-27). According to them, Navajos originated in the Four Comers region
. of the southwestern United States and on the California coast during preColumbian times, and Navajo ancestors include many southwestern peoples
of diverse histories. This interpretation disputes the academic construction
that Schwarz offers. A Navajo coauthor might have countered that academic
construction.
Klara Kelley
Gallup, New Mexico

Navajo Trading: The End ofan Era. By Willow Roberts Powers. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001. xiv + 283 pp. 33 halftones, map,
notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2321-9.)
The author, an anthropologist with other publications on traders, describes
her work as "an account of Navajo trade and traders, how it grew and settled
down; most of all it is the story of how it changed and finally how it ended"
(p. 4)' She tells the story primarily from the viewpoint of the traders; indeed,
her initial intention was to do a history of the United Indian Traders Association, which helped fund the book. The most important source she employs
is a collection of interviews with association members conducted by Northern Arizona University staff, along with others that she personally conducted.
Powers admits to having a trader bias. Nevertheless, this is an excellent study

WINTER 2003

BOOK REVIEWS ~

97

whose major contribution is its balanced discussion of the abrupt demise of
the old trading relationships in the 1970S.
The author nicely summarizes trader practices before World War II. She
emphasizes the impact of trade on both cultures as the traders exchanged
their goods for Navajo wool and other products and encouraged the Indians
to improve the grade of their sheep and to redesign their silverwork and blankets to make them more attractive to non-Indians. But in turn the traders had
to adapt, going to the barter system and resorting to pawn to satisfy their customers. Successful traders also performed other services, supplementing the
traditional healing practices, serving as employment agents for the railroads,
providing postal facilities, and contributing to local ceremonies. However, as
they grew closer to the local community, they encountered rising levels of
Navajo resentment. The traders tried to exact a profit, an objective abhorrent
to a society that stressed mutual assistance and regarded profit as a form of
cheating.
This relationship began to change in the late 1940S as veterans returned
with new ideas about how things should operate. Also, the government's termination and relocation policies inspired opposition and led to a new political consciousness, helping to produce, for the first time, a real Navajo tribal
government. In turn, tribal government developed clout as it derived income
from companies extracting natural resources from Navajo land. Wise expenditure of this income on education helped develop additional leaders.
New federal and Navajo programs provided additional financial resources
and accelerated the shift from a barter system to a cash economy. The programs also brought to the reservation non-Navajo activists with their antiwar
and antiestablishment views in the 1970S. The Indians themselves began to
insist upon assuming the administration of federal programs.
Navajo activists, aided and abetted by the Truth in Lending Act of 1969
and an investigation of trading practices by the Federal Trade Commission
in 1972, helped bring about the demise of the old system of post traders. Navajo
acquisition of cars and trucks and the new cash economy had already set the
stage for the end of the trading system.
The author's account of events in the post-1945 period might have been
better structured, but Powers's work remains a valuable contribution to Navajo
history.
William T. Hagan
Norman, Oklahoma
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Navajo Spoons: Indian Artistry and the Souvenir Trade, 1880-1940. By Cindra
Kline, photography by Kyle A. Castle and Blair Clark. (Santa Fe: Museum
of New Mexico Press, 2001. 118 pp. 85 color plates, 25 halftones, appendix,
notes, selected bibliography, index. $27.50 paper, ISBN 0-89013-391-3.)

In this slender book, Cindra Kline explores the origins and evolution of
the little-known genre of Navajo-made silver spoons. Fashioned from Mexican or American silver coins and decorated with handmade stamps, spoons
were an entirely commercial art form born of the "confluence" of the late
nineteenth century's "peculiar national passion for commemorative spoons
and for setting Victorian tables with fussy flatware," and of the rise of Navajo
silversmithing (p. 17)' These trends were united by the new industry of ethnic tourism. Spoons were "ideal souvenirs in the era of train travel," Kline
writes, because they were small and inexpensive with a utility defined by
Western culture and an aesthetic defined by Navajo style and technology.
Spoons joined other small silver items (bracelets, earrings, rings, etc.) in the
repertoire of Navajo silversmiths within the emergence ofselling handcrafted
goods at train depots and trading posts.
In seven short chapters Kline documents the history of the Navajo silverspoon industry and describes the variety of forms and styles of spoons and
their technologies of manufacture. Her primary accomplishment is the establishment - based on a mention in an article written by Charles F. Lummis and
published in the San Francisco Chronicle in 1888-of an earlier date of origin for Navajo-made spoons. Previously thought to date only to the turn ofthe
century, spoons were apparently being made and sold as early as 1885, and
possibly earlier. This earlier date of origin helps explain the seemingly odd
form, since spoon collecting was in fashion among middle-class Whites in
the 1880s.
Interestingly, there is no evidence that Navajo silversmiths ever made
spoons for their own use. This fact illustrates the considerable difference
between Native and non-Native aesthetics, and the pressing need for the
Southwest's Native people to earn money to survive in the new cash-based
economy. Like early Navajo rugs, spoons were often priced by weight; this
system devalued their artistic merit (they were certainly considered "craft"
rather than "art") but did not discourage silversmiths from experimenting
with designs that were at times creative, humorous, delicate, and compositionally sound, and that even approached the ideal balance described by
the Navajo concept of hozho. Unfortunately, few records were kept of the
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silversmiths' identities, and although Kline unearthed spoons clearly fashioned by the same "hand," she fails to pursue avenues of inquiry that might
have yielded artists' names. For example, no Navajo people were interviewed,
and no museum accession records were consulted (judging from the book's
bibliography).
Too small to be a "coffee-table book" and too superficial to be a scholarly
text, Navajo Spoons harks back to an older style of monograph in which the
author-an independent researcher emboldened by a collector's passion and
unfettered by the standards ofacademic scholarship - embarks on a quest for
information. Devoid of pretense or fear, the book's personal tone lends it a
charming, old-fashioned feel and encourages the reader to overlook its platitudes and speculations. Copious illustrations and smart design make the book
pleasing to read and useful to collectors interested in placing their spoons
among the range of spoons manufactured by Navajo silversmiths.
Margaret Dubin
University ofCalifornia, Berkeley

Apaches de Navajo: Seventeenth-Century Navajos in the Chama Valley of
New Mexico. By Curtis F. Schaafsma. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah
Press, 2002. xv + 329 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, bibliography, index. $55.00
cloth, ISBN 0-87480-699-2.)

Archaeologies of the Pueblo Revolt: Identity, Meaning, and Renewal in the
Pueblo World. Edited by Robert W. Preucel. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 2002. xiv + 224 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2247-6.)
Interest in late prehistoric and early historic times in New Mexico has
increased dramatically in recent years. Progress in bur understanding of this
time requires both historical and anthropological research. The two works
reviewed here are excellent examples of the importance of such interdisciplinary investigations.
Curtis F. Schaafsma's Apaches de Navajo presents details regarding the
Piedra Lumbre Phase, an archaeological manifestation in the middle Chama
region dating from about 1640 to 1710. Schaafsma attributes the phenomenon
to Navajos recently arrived from life as tipi-dwelling bison hunters on the
High Plains. The author relies strongly on historical data to support his ethnic identification, making good use of both older and recently published
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materials. The documents clearly demonstrate Navajo presence in the area
during this period. However, Schaafsma's linkage of this conclusion to archaeological evidence is inconclusive and at odds with a great deal of recent
scholarship in Navajo archaeology. All those interested in the resulting controversy will want to judge for themselves the merits of his arguments.
Robert W. Preucel's Archaeologies of the Pueblo Revolt deals with the same
era but focuses on the Pueblo peoples. With sixteen authors participating in
the volume, a preface and fourteen chapters provide a view of both methodologies and subject matter. Different writers variously draw on oral tradition,
ethnology, art history, archaeology, and history. The titles of the book's four
parts are "Introduction," "Place, Settlement, and Architecture," "Material
Culture Meanings," and "Social and Political Dynamics."
Much of the book is devoted to reinterpretations of the actual Revolt and
of Pueblo-Spanish relations. Some authors base their conclusions on new
data or reconsiderations of older data, while others look at the data in terms
of new theory and questions, quite naturally emphasizing the lives of the
Native Americans who left the archaeological remains. None of the authors
fails to present ideas worthy of consideration for a better understanding ofthe
Revolt, as well as more general insights into the multitudinous ways humans
deal with the complications of their lives.
Each contributor strives to discern the story of the Revolt era from the
Native American points of view by using the archaeological materials as a
reflection of the thoughts, feelings, and choices of peoples who lived some
centuries earlier. These Native American experiences are not discovered as
easily in archaeological evidence as in the writings of the Spanish explorers,
conquerors, and rulers, but the effort is worthwhile, for these remains are
among the best records that exist of the lives of those who produced them.
The papers provide stimulating ideas and raise many questions when viewing the dry facts of conquest, captivity, dispossession, subjugation, famine,
disease, and ultimately reconciliation. As societies split and recombined under
the pressures of contact, even the definition of community became an issue
with which to grapple. Rock art and ceramic decoration challenge our ability to comprehend these changes.
Those who read these chapters will never think of the Pueblo Revolt in
quite the same terms again.
David M. Brugge
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Behind Painted Walls: Incidents in Southwestern Archaeology. By Florence
C. Lister. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000. 168 pp. 70
halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2189-5,
$19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8263-2190-9.)
In this book, Florence Lister interweaves two separate histories: that of
ancient wall paintings in the Pueblo Southwest, and that ofthe archaeologists
who found and attempted to preserve them. Her story tells the excavation
histories of five southwestern archaeological sites: Lowry Ruin near Mesa
Verde, Kuaua at Bernalillo north of Albuquerque, Awatovi and Kawaika-a
(separate places treated as a unit) east of Hopi First Mesa, Pottery Mound
south ofAlbuquerque, and Las Humanas (Gran Quivira) east ofNew Mexico's
Manzano Mountains. From the mid-1930s to the 1960s, Lister witnessed or
participated in many of the events she wrote about. An underlying theme is
keen awareness that the little-known and most marvelous ancient mural painting tradition helped shape the transition to modernization and professionalism that occurred in southwestern archaeology during those years.
Personal experiences energize and infuse this volume, but Lister does not
allow her own involvement to interfere with her critical and often incisive
judgments. She is neither passive nor impartial, neither gossipmonger nor
apologist pretending that serious mistakes were not made. Her goal is to show
how and why some of the more famous archaeologists of the Southwest suddenly had to learn or invent new technologies and procedures to deal with
unprecedented and sometimes insoluble technical problems that faced them
each time they stumbled upon and tried to clean and preserve another "mud
mural." Art conservators sometimes apply the term mud mural to wall paintings of the sort discllssed here but also found in many parts of the world. The
descriptor refers to pictures painted with natural pigments on a mud-plaster surface. Despite the vast magic of modern technology and the financial
generosity of the Getty Foundation, their preservation everywhere remains
problematic.
The situation in the Southwest is complicated by the fact that the ancient
artists characteristically painted new pictures over old -some walls have more
than one hundred layers of plaster and two dozen or more separate paintings.
Repeatedly, the archaeologists in this story tried to uncover, protect, and preserve their remarkable finds, and time after time their best efforts were only
partially successful or failed entirely. Most archaeologists, but tragically not all,
meticulously recorded pictures that were unlikely to survive the excavation
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process. These southwestern archaeologists were technological pioneers, and
Lister's balanced and very human story supports the conclusion that, for the
most part, they did as well as is humanly possible, for the awful truth is that
most of the lost paintings never had hope of surviving excavation.
Florence Lister is a fine writer, and this volume should be a popular book
for her intended audience of "armchair enthusiasts," but Behind Painted Walls
deserves a wider public. Not only a good read about an important era in the
history of southwestern archaeology, this book is also a cautionary tale about
archaeology itself.

f. f. Brody
University

of New Mexico

Under Sacred Ground: A History of Navajo Oil, 1922-1982. By Kathleen P.
Chamberlain. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000. xii +
177 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-82632°43-0 .)

Making use of a wide variety of archival material, secondary sources, and
personal interviews, Kathleen P. Chamberlain offers an insightful look at the
positive and negative aspects of Navajo reliance on oil as a central means of
economic development in the twentieth century.
Oil and gas revenues gave the tribal government the ability to provide
much needed services, including college scholarship funds and chapter-house
revitalization for its people. Because the tribe retained, at least by law, the
right to approve and deny leases to oil companies, oil and gas development
also led to the creation and empowerment of the Navajo Tribal Council. At
first, the tribe found itself at a great disadvantage when dealing with U.S.
government officials and oil executives, who wished to exploit their resources
for the benefit of outsiders. But through an assertive tribal council, pantribal
cooperation with the Council of Energy Resource Tribes (CERT), and other
means, the Navajo Nation found ways to increase its leverage and to take
greater control over the nature ofoil and gas development on the reservation.
At the same time, however, oil and gas development created new dependencies on outsiders, intensified factional splits within the tribe, and accelerated negative social and environmental changes on the reservation.
Navajos, especially those in oil-producing regions, believed that the tribal
council cared little more for them than did the oil companies, the state, or
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the federal government. Oil development changed the Navajo landscape
and damaged the environment. According to Chamberlain, oil also altered
many Navajo views on the environment, prompting some to adopt a nonNavajo view of the land as a commodity. In combination with livestock reduction, oil made Navajos more reliant on the wage economy, which increased
men's status and economic opportunities at the expense of Navajo women.
At times, the book is more a history of the development and evolution of
the tribal council than of Navajo oil. The work focuses more heavily on the
1920S than on later decades. But Chamberlain's account is nicely researched
and very detailed, and this study will no doubt serve as the key source on the
subject of Navajo oil for years to come. This book will be of great interest and
use to students ofNava;o history and to scholars interested in American Indian mineral development.
Wade Davies
University of Montana

The Urban Indian Experience in America. By Donald L. Fixico. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000. xiii + 251 pp. Halftone, notes,

bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2215-8, $17.95 paper, ISBN 08263-2216-6.)
The migration of American Indians to urban areas in the United States
constitutes a major theme in post-World War II American Indian history.
This migration has both offered opportunities and presented challenges to
American Indians. Donald Fixico considers these issues in The Urban Indian
Experience in America. Fixico relies on an impressive variety of sources including archival collections, government reports, oral histories, and published works from several disciplines to craft an overview of the urban Indian
experience. He has organized this wealth of material into chapters that examine discrete topics: stereotypes and self-concepts, retention of traditionalism,
rise of the Indian middle class, and the urban Indian identity crisis.
Fixico regards the modern city as an alien environment that poses special
problems for American Indians. The fast-paced, individualistic lifestyle ofthe
city conflicts with the communal values of most Native Americans. To make
the transition from reservation to city even more difficult, urban life places
tremendous stress on kinship ties and traditional values that usually serve as
sources ofstrength and comfort for American Indians. Most non-Indians have
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relied upon stereotypes to interpret Indian responses to urban pressures, failing to recognize the burdens that the urban experience has brought to Indians and their families. As a result, many Indians who have migrated to cities
remain impoverished, undereducated, and in poor health. They endure lowwage jobs, racial discrimination, and inadequate housing. In some cases they
have sought relieffrom the pressures of city life through alcohol abuse, inadvertently reinforcing negative stereotypes regarding Indian behavior. Fixico
adds, however, that the urban Indian experience has not been one of unrelieved misery. Urban Indians have developed social networks and institutions, often across tribal lines. These relationships provide assistance and a
sense of community within the larger urban environment.
Scholars will find The Urban Indian Experience in America a useful resource, especially in preparing lectures on American Indian life in the late
twentieth century. In addition, Fixico has located numerous resources that
will benefit researchers interested in this era. However, the mass of information that Fixico has compiled also weakens his presentation in some instances.
Alert readers will notice some minor factual errors. At times the welter offacts
seems unorganized; at other times, the statistics and anecdotes seem to contradict some of Fixico's conclusions. For example, Fixico condemns nonIndians for maintaining the stereotype of the "drunken Indian." In that same
chapter, however, he offers statistics and anecdotes regarding American Indian alcohol abuse that seem to confirm this stereotype. Readers familiar with
American Indian history will recognize the dynamic ofFixico's presentation,
but undergraduates and nonacademic readers may require guidance.
Thomas Clarkin
San Antonio College

Sacred Objects and Sacred Places: Preserving Tribal Traditions. By Andrew
Gulliford. (Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2000. xvi + 285 pp. 113
halftones, 12 line drawings, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.
$55.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87081-560-1, $29.95 paper, ISBN 0-87°81-579-2.)
Native American world views are very much oriented toward specific landscapes while Christianity, although it has its sacred places of origin, is a universalized and otherworldly oriented beliefsystem. This distinction lies at the
heart of the issues raised in this collection of essays concerning the nature of
the sacred in Native American societies. The five chapters of the book, three
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of which are adaptations ofpreviously published articles, address repatriation
of Native American human remains from museums to Native communities
and reburial practices, the repatriation ofsacred objects and burial goods, the
protection of physical landscapes as sacred sites, and living tribal cultures.
A significant contribution of this book is the number of personal statements from Native people that are interspersed throughout the text, both as
quotes from individuals and as longer statements attributed to representatives
of tribal communities. The Navajo Historic Preservation Department contributes a passage designated as "Voices of the Dine" (p. 92), as do Zuni leaders in "The Zuni and the Grand Canyon" (p. 93).
Among the specific case studies of repatriation is the return of the remains
ofvictims ofthe Sand Creek Massacre in Colorado by the National Museum
of Natural History at the Smithsonian Institution to the Cheyenne Tribe in
Oklahoma. Laurence Hart, executive director of the Cheyenne Cultural
Center, describes the episode in straightforward detail, but his tone conveys
much of the powerful emotion felt by the Cheyenne delegation that made
the trip to Washington to pack the remains in Pendleton blankets and cedar
shavings for their trip back to Oklahoma and their ultimate reburial on tribal
land.
Other accounts include objections of Pueblo tribes to the building of a
major complex of astronomical telescopes on Mount Graham in Arizona,
whose summit they consider the home ofspirits; protests by Lakota, Cheyenne,
and Kiowa people against rock climbing on Devil's Tower in Wyoming, where
they have traditionally conducted spiritual vision quests; and the Zuni tribe's
quest for the return from museums and collectors of wooden figures, known
as war gods, which were placed at sacred sites.
An important issue in the discussion ofthe collections of human skeletal
remains is the conflict between Western science and Native American belief
systems. In the case of Kennewick Man, a significant, complete skeleton discovered in 1996 on the banks ofthe Columbia River in the state ofWashington, radiocarbon dating placed the age of the remains at approximately nine
thousand years. The physical structure ofthe skull, however, differs from the
phenotype of the contemporary tribes of Colville and Umatilla Indians who
now occupy the territory adjoining the river. Scientists wanted the bones for
study to determine important links in human origins, while tribal representatives requested the skeleton for reburial on tribal land.
There are certain factual errors that should have been corrected prior to
publication. The Research Branch of the Museum of the American Indian
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was in the Bronx, while the Museum proper was in Manhattan (p. 42). Gordon
Yellowman, not Gordon Yellowhair, has been a leading spokesman for repatriation issues for the Cheyenne-Arapaho tribes (p. 51). Such errors aside, the
book is a significant contribution to scholarship in the field of contemporary
repatriation issues and those of protection of sacred Native American sites.
In his book Gulliford allows representatives of Native communities to express their own opinions, and he explores how those communities care for the
objects they repatriate. His accounts clarify the fact that objects in traditional
belief systems are expected to deteriorate and return to nature, while museums expect to preserve objects in stasis. In this sense and in the distinction
between land-based belief systems and Christian beliefs, Gulliford provides
an important basis for the ongoing discussion of the legal, scientific, and religious issues that center on sacred objects and sacred places.
Clara Sue Kidwell
University of Oklahoma

Boundaries Between: The Southern Paiutes, 1775-1995. By Martha C. Knack.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2001. xi + 471 pp. Halftones, maps,

tables, notes, bibliography, index. $5°.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8032-275°-7.)
The Indian peoples of the Great Basin, the vast continental hinterlands
between the Rockies and Sierra Nevada, remain largely outside narratives of
the American West. Ignored by historians and consigned to the netherworld
of "prehistory" by anthropologists, the linguistically related Ute, Paiute, and
Shoshone peoples of the region remain among the least studied Native
peoples of North America. In this groundbreaking study of Southern Paiute
ethnohistory, Martha Knack provides a direly needed corrective to such marginalization. Meticulously combing ethnographic and historical documents
for insight into Southern Paiute history and culture, Knack chronicles the
cycles of disruption and adaptation that have so indelibly shaped Paiute society. In so doing, she challenges reductive analyses of Great Basin Indian
culture and restores these complicated groups to the center of ethnohistorical inquiry.
Boundaries Between begins with a brief introduction and a reconstructed
portrait of precontact band-level society. The author goes on to examine the
waves offoreign influence upon various Paiute bands. Infusing ethnographic
and cultural analyses of Paiute kinship, political structures, and subsistence
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within her chronological framework, Knack deftly periodizes Paiute history
in a series of interrelated chapters. Beginning with one of the few analyses of
Spanish colonial influences in the region, Knack cobbles together many secondary and published primary sources into a haunting portrait of Paiute history
in the last decades of the Spanish rule in the West. Whereas fur traders and
later immigrants "conceived of the land as empty of meaningful habitation"
(p. 41), equestrian Ute marauders from the east held Paiute bands in a virtual
state ofserfdom, raiding seasonally for water, resources, and slaves. Such complex intertribal relations, tied inescapably to the Spanish Indian slave trade,
contrasted with Paiute relations with Mormon settlers, whose rhetorically beneficent visions of coexistence were, Knack argues, initially welcomed by
Paiute leaders.
After two chapters on Mormon-Paiute relations, Knack moves into several detailed chapters on the formation and course of federal Indian policy.
Given that this book began as a graduate project in 1973 with fieldwork
among recently terminated Paiute bands, the overall focus of the work centers on the nine southern Paiute reservations in Utah, southern Nevada,
northern Arizona, and eastern California. Identifying these reservation histories as twentieth-century phenomena not rooted in nineteenth-century
warfare and treaties, Knack analyzes their ambiguous and contradictory origins amidst at times competing national agencies including the National
Park Service. She writes, "On remote hillsides where Paiutes had formerly
harvested deer, they [now] dodged game wardens" (p. 132). She then traces
the many challenges of depression, war, and postwar termination and explores recent Paiute initiatives to gain federal reinstatement and to foster
economic development. In the face of continuous foreign impositions, Knack
concludes, Paiute groups have resiliently adapted to and negotiated the
many ordeals of colonization.
Overturning staid ethnographic works that have so readily frozen and
naturalized these peoples, Knack's work, despite at times excessive detail and
citation, represents a landmark achievement in Great Basin ethnohistory. It
should become a standard reference, an essential starting point for scholars
interested in this poorly understood region of the American West.
Ned Blackhawk
University of Wisconsin, Madison
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Guadalupe: Our Lady of New Mexico. By Jacqueline Orsini Dunnington.
(Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1999. xviii + 189 pp. 15 color plates,
32 halftones, map, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-89°13-335-2,

$24-95 paper,

ISBN

0-89013-336-0.)

In her introduction, the author states that she intends to provide a "comprehensive work focused upon the Virgin Mary of Guadalupe, the premier
Marian advocation and symbol in the state" of New Mexico (p. xi). This purpose is usefully, though briefly, carried out in this interesting and beautiful
volume. Dunnington first gives us a secure grounding in the Spanish and
Mexican history of the advocation of Guadalupe, and then moves to provide
a similar background for the devotion in New Mexico. Her discussion ranges
from issues oflandscape as represented in the locations of Marian sanctuaries in the state, to popular cultural representations such as teeshirts and tattoos, to the modern pilgrimages carried out on Guadalupe's day. The entire
book is beautifully illustrated, many photographs having been taken by the
author herself.
As fitting for a volume published by the Museum of New Mexico, the
heavy emphasis is on art. Chapter 2specifically focuses on the Virgin of Guadalupe in New Mexico and delves into the sacred folk art with which New
Mexicans are so familiar. Precisely at the beginning of the period of the production of santos (objects representing saints) the Virgin of Guadalupe was
beginning to be widely displayed in the missions of northern New Spain. By
1776, in New Mexico itself, eleven of the twenty-two Pueblo missions had
images of Guadalupe in their sanctuaries. Between the late 1700S and late
1800s, she was a frequent subject through which artists expressed their spirituality, although the artistic expressions were creative and did not reflect a
strict adherence to the image on Juan Diego's cloak. Still, it was clear that
New Mexicans maintained a connection to the center of New Spain and
Mexico through the Virgin.
Current artistic representations connect Our Lady of Guadalupe to the
most important and difficult oflife's passages. She is frequently depicted in
association with death-her image appears on panels used for the lining of
coffin lids and her name graces the cemeteries where the deceased are laid.
Frequently, family altars provide a space where the Virgin of Guadalupe may
be consulted regularly. The significance of Guadalupe in prison art-a hope
for those persons languishing under extreme conditions-speaks to her importance in times of trouble. The author points particularly to the represen-

WINTER 2003

BOOK REVIEWS ~

109

tations that are painted by state-prison inmates on handkerchiefs and other
small cloths that may be sent to their families or kept for themselves as objects
of reverence. These artists are, for the most part, Hispanic men who have
been raised as Catholics. For them, as well as for the artists who produced the
santos in the nineteenth century and for those who continue to produce them,
Guadalupe art is an act of devotion, not to mention a continuing connection
to family and community outside prison walls. Dunnington interestingly points
out that this form of art reflects the Christian tradition of the transmittal of
"salvific action" through cloth (p. 63)'
Throughout this volume, Dunnington moves back and forth through the
centuries, a strategy that may be disconcerting for some readers who would
prefer that her discussion show a more historicized explanation ofthe importance of the Virgin of Guadalupe in different eras. However, this approach
has the advantage of tracing continuities over time and establishing connections between earlier reverence and current observation. A particularly interesting section ofthe book discusses contemporary Marian pilgrimages in New
Mexico, with Dunnington recounting her own extensive interviews with participants and her own reactions to the events. In so doing, she points out the
continuing nature of the connection of human beings with the Virgin, particularly the vision of the Virgin as a human and accessible mother to all.
The book, readable and interesting, is careful in its scholarship but easily
accessible to the lay reader. All readers will be attracted by the beauty of presentation and the clear prose. While by no means exhaustive, Guadalupe is
a wonderful first step for those who seek to understand the significance of the
relationship between the Virgin and her New Mexican devotees.
Linda B. Hall
University of New Mexico

The Kachina and the Cross: Indians and Spaniards in the Early Southwest.
By Carroll L. Riley. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1999. xvi + 336
pp. Halftones, maps, bibliography, notes, glossary, index. $34.95 cloth, ISBN
0-87480-610-0. )

In The Kachina and the Cross, Carroll Riley argues that his book "offers
a new interpretation of the first century of Spanish control of the upper
Southwest; that is to say, the Franciscan mission area of Pueblo New Mexico
and Arizona" (p. x). However, without a completely articulated thesis, the
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reader may need a few pages to discern exactly the author's new interpretation. By the second chapter his purpose becomes clearer. The author departs
from more typical renditions of the New Mexico and Arizona historical narrative with the inclusion of archaeological data. I applaud his effort to bring
together two key disciplines that help inform a deeper understanding of the
Pueblo Indian and Spanish experience in the Southwest.
Many scholars of the Spanish Borderlands will be quite familiar with the
majority ofthe author's sources, for he depends heavily on the standard ones
(Villagra, Bolton, Hackett, Hammond and Rey, Hodge, Bloom, Scholes, and
Kessell) for the bulk of his interpretation. Riley's first two chapters illustrate
the basic concepts of precontact Spanish and Pueblo Indian history and culture, in particular focusing on key elements of religion. In the next few chapters, he utilizes a chrono.logical approach to help the reader understand the
development of tensions and the clash of cultures that began to evolve during
the seventeenth century. His focus then turns toward the Spanish in thematic
chapters entitled "Church and State through Mid-Century," "Missionization,"
"Spanish Society in New Mexico," and "Bernardo L6pez de Mendizabel."
Although he does include snippets on the Pueblo Indian experience where
it impacts the Spanish, and does explain behaviors that cause consternation
to Spaniards, the majority of these chapters have a strong Eurocentric focus.
Within these chapters, he recounts key stories in New Mexico's history. Riley
then returns to a more chronological organization to bring the reader up to
the Pueblo Revolt, Spanish exile, and the return of the Spanish under Vargas.
He concludes the book simply by arguing that the Pueblo Indians "won their
cultural struggle, but in the process they took sustenance from the dominant
Hispanic society" (p. 252). He argues this point well throughout his book, as
have many scholars before him.
Readers who prefer a narrative that incorporates more than just history or
who are familiar with archaeological techniques and evidence will appreciate Riley's approach. Those who enjoy sidebars of biographical, institutional,
and legal history will appreciate the caveats sprinkled throughout his narrative. Riley's greatest contribution to the historical narrative is his inclusion of
archaeological evidence, something that has occurred for years in contract
research but is rarely available in published form.
Sandra K. Mathews-Lamb
Nebraska Wesleyan University
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Where the Two Roads Meet. By Christopher Vecsey. American Indian Catholics Series, vol. 3. (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 2000.
xvi + 420 pp. Halftones, maps, bibliography, index. $4°.00 cloth, ISBN 0-26801 957- 6 .)

This volume, the third in the American Indian Catholics Series, examines
the rocky and disjointed median between the Catholic and Native American
roads since Vatican II. The account focuses first on the Lakota reservation of
Pine Ridge and then on a number of Native Catholics, concluding with the
interfaith "dialogues" between Lakota medicine men and clergy in the 1970S
and the National Tekakwitha Conference. The picture that emerges is one
of a conservative, elitist institution concerned with the integrity of its rituals
and their meanings against and over its Native flock. Native Americans feel
the potentiality and power of Catholic doctrines but are unwilling to sacrifice their Indian identity at the altar. As a result, the Church attempts to
accommodate Indianness through the principle of "inculturation" -fitting
Christianity into pan-Indian or tribal-specific constructs. The struggle is over
how far inculturation should go. Like other institutions (educational, judicial, medical, and historical) Indian constructs, views, and understandings
are acceptable as long as they are decorative, containable, and nonthreatening to Euro-American hegemony. Thus, the Church admonished Native
Catholic priests against liturgical experimentation at the Tekakwitha conferences where the thoughtful consideration ofinculturation is supposed to take
place (p. 352).
Vecsey includes a considerable amount of data in an accessible and interesting format. He strives to maintain a neutral point of view and to demonstrate his empathy for all sides. The book, however, lacks theoretical
considerations of the Church's role in contemporary Native America. Although Indians are subject to the Church's untiring anxiety about the impact
of Native culture on Catholic liturgy, there is little consideration of the impact of Catholicism on Native spiritualities. For example, during the medicine men and clergy interfaith dialogues that took place in the 1970s, the
medicine men pointed out that missionaries completely changed the meaning
of the term Wakantanka when they translated it as "God" to suit their evangelical agenda. Father Stolzman, the organizer of the events, insisted nonetheless that Lakotas and Catholics pray to the same God. Vecsey states that
"the medicine men demurred on this point. They still believed in a variety
of spirits" (p. 310). There is no discussion of the significance of this one
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translation on the entire cosmology of the Lakotas both today and historically. To my mind such points deserve textual attention. Despite this shortcoming, the book achieves its goal of chronicling Native American relations
with the Catholic Church. The pages convey Native anger against the Church
and offer a discussion of Church dysfunction on reservations. Vecsey also
details racist and paternalistic sentiments on the part of the Church towards
Indians. The richness of the book flows from the hundreds of interviews and
extensive archival research performed by the author.
The biographies of Native Catholics provide a counterpoint to the documentation of the Tekakwitha Conference impasse. The struggle of the biographical subjects to find a navigable channel between the two roads is
amplified by the conference's inability to do so. What some individuals have
managed to do in a sometimes inspiring manner, the National Tekakwitha
Conferences failed to do in a sustainable way. Multiple biographies ofCatholic Native laity and clergy provide an insight into the spectrum of Native
Catholic religiosity. Some subjects clearly feel that Catholicism's subsumption ofall that is meaningfully Native is appropriate, while others find and advocate a more respectful balance between the two identities. The rigidness
of some ofthe subjects, the amazing balancing acts of others, and the deeply
spiritual Native and Catholic aspects that seem paradoxically similar and
contradictory-all recorded here by Vecsey-provide the reader with an encounter that has yet to find meaningful closure other than in the souls of
some Native Catholics.
Alexandra New Holy
Montana State University

Archbishop Lamy in His Own Words. Edited and Translated by Thomas J.
Steele, S,J., foreword by Jan Schuetz and Andrew Burgess, afterword by His
Excellency Michael J. Sheehan. (Albuquerque: LPD Press, 2000. vii + 269
pp. Halftones, appendixes, indexes. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 1-890689-04-1, $29.95
paper, ISBN 1-890689-10-6, $29.95 CD-ROM, ISBN 1-890689-20-3.)
Thomas J. Steele, S,J., has two primary intentions in this new volume on
the first archbishop of Santa Fe, Jean Baptiste Lamy (1814-1888). His first goal
is to assess methodically the personality of Lamy through the use of the psychological profiling technique known as the Myers-Briggs Personality Inventory. Steele asserts that this method is necessary because Lamy has become
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confused in the popular mind with Willa Cather's Archbishop Latour in Death
Comes for the Archbishop. Through the use of the Myers-Briggs technique,
Steele concludes that the fictional Latour is actually more akin to Cather's
own personality than to Lamy's. Relying significantly on his interpretation of
over thirty of Lamy's extant sermons and other documentary evidence, Steele
finds Lamy's personality similar to that of an ESTJ: Extravert (friendly and
accessible), Sensor (an empiricist), Thinker (a rationalist), and Judger (one
with strict ethical standards).
These Myers-Briggs findings are important to Steele's second goal: an
evaluation of Lamy's historical legacy. According to the author, there are
two historiographical interpretations of Lamy-a positive one in which
Lamy is viewed as important to the "happy progress" of New Mexico (p. 5),
and a more negative one as someone "who is blamed" for the loss of New
Mexico's Hispanic traditions (p. 5). Steele finds that Lamy's place is somewhere in between. Thus, for example, as an ESTJ-type, Lamy supported
policies promoting New Mexico's incorporation into the economic system
of the United States. Toward the Penitentes, however, Lamy neither encouraged nor attacked them; he dealt with them from a perspective of uneasy toleration.
While Steele's conclusions regarding Lamy are hardly surprising, the reader
has a splendid time getting there. Steele builds his case by examining the
various important elements including both Lamy and Cather's backgrounds,
a summary of Lamy's career, and the spiritual traditions and training that
formed Lamy's religious views. He discusses the Myers-Briggs Personality
Inventory methodology and what Lamy's sermons and the public record reveals in that regard. Steele next relates several incidents important to Lamy's
record, such as his treatment of padre Antonio Jose Martinez and how the
archbishop's personality influenced those actions. Finally, the sermons
themselves offer a portal into Lamy's mind and world, while providing an
important primary source for nineteenth-century scholars.
A particular strength of the book is Steele's readable prose. His style is
concise, clear, and frequently witty. From the title one would not expect to
have the occasion to laugh out loud, but this reader did. One of the more
humorous segments was Steele's relation ofhow Cather was inspired by Lamy's
statue at the Santa Fe Cathedral. Steele writes, "Willa played Pygmalion to
a statue-and here comes 'My Fair Lamy'" (p. 19).
One must be somewhat cautious here. That the Myers-Briggs Personality
Inventory is but one model available in psychological profiling is obvious.
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Even more problematic and troubling is the modern assumption that historians, using very limited resources, may successfully probe the psyche of an
individual long dead. Nonetheless, Steele's efforts here have much to be
commended.
Jim Norris
North Dakota State University

Book Notes

American Gypsy: Six Native American Plays. By Diane Glancy. American
Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series, vol. 45. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 2002. xi + 218 pp. Halftones. $34.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061345 6-9,)
An Annotated Guide to the Artwork ofthe United States Boundary Commission, 1850-1853, Under the Direction of John Russell Barlett. By Jerry E.
Mueller. (Las Cruces, N.Mex.: GEM Enterprises. 228 pp. Halftones. $34.00
paper, NO ISBN ASSIGNED.)
Bosque Bonito: Violent Times along the Borderlands during the Mexican
Revolution. By Robert Keil, edited by Elizabeth McBride. Center for the Big
Bend Studies Series Occasional Papers, no. 7. (Alpine, Tex.: SuI Ross State
University, 2002. xv + 85 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography. $20.00
paper, ISBN 0-9707709-0-1.)

The Casas Grandes World. Edited by Curtis F. Schaafsma and Carroll L
Riley. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1999. xv + 287 pp. 76 halftones, 19 maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $60.00 cloth, ISBN
0-87480-595-3.)
Colonial Angels: Narratives ofGender and Spirituality in Mexico, 1580-175°.
By Elisa Sampson Vera Tudela. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000. xvii
+ 202 pp. Map, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $30.00 cloth, ISBN 0292-77747-7, $16.95 paper, ISBN 0-292-77748-5.)
Connecting the West: Historic Railroad Stops and Stage Stations in Elko
County, Nevada. By Shawn Hall. (Reno: University ofNevada Press, 2002. xii
+ 217 pp. 99 halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $22.95 paper, ISBN
0- 87417-499-6 .)
Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics ofViolent Death. By Neil L. Whitehead. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2002. ix + 309 pp. Halftones,
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color plates, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $59.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8223-2952-

2, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8223-2988-3.)

Enduring Seeds: Native American Agriculture and Wild Plant Conservation.
By Gary Paul Nabhan, forewords by Wendell Berry and Miguel Altieri. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1989. xxvii + 225 pp. Bibliographical essay,
bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8165-2259-6.)

Forging the Tortilla Curtain: Cultural Drift and Change Along the United
States-Mexico Border from the Spanish Era to the Present. By Thomas Torrans.
(Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 2000. xi + 424 pp. Halftones,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN o-87565-231-X.)
Here, Now, and Always: Voices of the First Peoples of the Southwest. Compiled and edited by Joan K. O'Donnell, foreword by Rina Swentzell, introduction by Bruce Berstein. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2002.
87 pp. 54 color plates, halftones, map. $24.95 paper, ISBN 0-89013-387-5.)

Homed Lizards. By Jane Manaster. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997;
reprint, Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press, 2002. ix + 84 pp. II color plates,
II halftones. $15.95 paper, ISBN 0-89672-495-6.)
Italians in Albuquerque. By Nicholas P. Ciotola. Images in America Series.
A Tempus Publishing Imprint (Chicago: Arcadia Publishing, 2002. 128 pp.
169 halftones. $19.99 paper, ISBN 0-7385-2054-3.)
Lalo: My Life and Music. By Lalo Guerrero and Sherilyn Meece Menthes.
(Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 2002. xii + 216 pp. 28 halftones, discography. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-2213-8, $17.95 paper, ISBN 0-8165-2214-6.)
Land in the American West: Private Claims and Common Goods. Edited by
William G. Robbins and James C. Foster. (Seattle: University ofWashington
Press, 2000. xi + 222 pp. Maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $20.00
paper, ISBN 0-295-98020-6.)

Religion in the Modem American West. By Ferenc Morton Szasz. The Modern American West Series. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2000. xviii
+ 249 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-81652246-6.)

River Flowing from the Sunrise: An Environmental History ofthe Lower San
Juan. By James M. Aton and Robert S. Mcpherson, foreword by Donald
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Worster. (Logan: University of Utah Press, 2000. xii + 216 pp. 91 halftones,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $21.95 paper, ISBN 0-87421-4°3-3.)

World History ofWarfare. By Christian I. Archer, John R. Ferris, Holger H.
Herwig, and Timothy H. E. Travers. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
2002. xii + 626 pp. Halftones, 16 maps, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN
0-8°3 2-4423-1.)

